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Civil servants and other interested private individuals
straying into the field of epigraphical researches and
making noteworthy and far reaching contributions have
been abiding historiographic traditions in our country.
Viewed in that background it is but natural that the
exertions of Shri N. Sethuraman, sn engineer turned
businessman, have not caused eye-brows to be raised in
disbelief. It must be accepted on all hands that by his
largely uninhibited approach to the problems of decipher-
ment and dating of inscriptions Shri N, Sethuraman has
not only set up good precedents but has already made
quite & few lasting contributions, particularly in regard
to Chola history. It may even be declared that he has
stoien a march over acknowledged professionals who are
more often than not, dogged by conservatism.

Shri Sethﬁ"r'é%an's latest wortk THE CHOLAS ringe
true to his reputation as a scientitic researcher. Whils



on an earlier occassion he had judiciously resorted to

the measuring rod in order to restore, more cenvincingly

than ever before, groups of damaged letters in Tamil

inscriptions {see his Tamil work ARULUDAICH-COHLA-

MANDALAM), he has, in the work under review, taken

re-course to pure mathematics in order to improve upon

earlier theories on details of dates in Chola history.

Proceeding on the incontrovertible assumption that all

calculations of the dates of inscriptions must be done on

the basis of the Indian calendar system (p. 25) the

author has either unaquivocally fixed the dates of
accession of some Chola rulers such as, for instance,

Rajendra | (p. 2), Rajaraja | (pp. 4-6), Adhirajendra
(pp. 11-12), Kulottungachsla | (p. 13) and Vikrama-
chola (pp. 13-14) or has further narrowed down or noti-
ceably revised the uppor and lower limits of the periods
in which, on some urnknown day, any given Chola ruler
should have ascended the throne as, for instance, in the
cases of Rajadhiraja | (p. 3), Kulottunga I (p. 14),.
Rajaraja Il (p. 15), Rajadhiraja Il {pp. 15-21), Kulottunga
- (pp. 25-27) and Rajendra Il (p 29). In thus re-
examining the inscriptional data and proffering new
dates after rejecting the old ones, Shri Sethuraman Is
well aware of, but does not gloat over, the fact that he is
setting aside the theoriss of such eminent stalwarts as
Kielhorri, Fleet and Swainikannu piilai. The author has
also brought tha same scientific approach and critical
acumen to bear upon his study of SANKARACHOLAN
ULA AND Ottakkuttar's TAKKAYAGATTUPPARANI,

Itis only in matters of styles and attitudes to be
adopted while rewriting South Indian history that we
wou'd like to join issue with Shri Sethuraman., For one
thing, he quite often displays flair for journalistic sensa-






