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Parakesarivarraan Vijayaiaya Chola was the founder of the 
Choia empire. His successors who ruled from 850 to 985 A.D. 
are called Early Cholas. They were namely Aditya I, Parantaka I , 
Gandaratitya, Arinjaya, Sundara Chola, Aditya 11, Uttama Choia 
and Raja Raja the Great The family tree is given below. ̂  

Parakesari Vijayaiaya 
I 

Rajakesari Aditya I 
(871-907) 

Parakesari Parantaka I 
(907-954) 

Rajaditya 
(died in 949) 
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Uttama sill 
(died in 945) 
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Sundara Chola ' 

(957-975) 

Parakesari Aditya I I 
(960-965) 

Rajakesari 
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- (985-1014) ^ 

Parakesari Rajendra 
(1012-44) , / if 
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The Gcrnran scholur ICielhorn (! 905) consuftcd the astrono
mical data of the rra>rds of Parantaka I and surmised that the 
king came to the throne in 907 A. D. K. V. Subramania 
Iyer fouî d that Aditya 1 came to the throne in 871, 
Krishna Sastri suggested 969-970 as the accession dale of Uttama 
Chola, However tliere were some discre|XiiKies. These were 
cleared by the writer when he discovered a nsw inscrii^on in the 
Kumbakonam Nageswara temple .̂ The recm-d belongs to 
Uttama Chola. It quotes year ten (in words) month Me^a, star 
ffliarani, Thursday and solar eclipse (of 300 year cycle). The 
data perfectly agree with Thursday the 7th April 981. This date 
and the data of his other records confirm that Uttama came to 
the throne in the middle of 971, • ^ 

Ra ja Ra ja * 

Inscriptions of Raja Raja are many. They are found 
throughout the length and breadth of Tamil Nadu and also in the 
southern districts of Karnataka, His earlier records introduce 
the king as Rajakesarivarman or Raja Rajakesarivarman. His 
Tamil prasasthi (meiyk irti) begins with the introduction 
tirumagal pola. The epithet kandatur sahi katam aruttu is found 
in many of his inscriptions. 

Kielhorn consulted the astronomical data furnished in ten 
records of Raja Raja and surmised^ that the king came to the 
throne between the 25th June and the 25th July 985 A.D. Let us 
discuss some of them and see how Kielhorn found the accession 
date of Raja Raja. ' . , 

An inscription in Kannada, which comes from the Agastyes-
wara temple, Balmuri village, Srirangapattrnam taluk, Karnataka 
State, belongs to Raja Raja.* It quotes regnal year twenty eight 
in words, Saka year 934, cyclic year Parthiva, lunar month Pausha 
and Uttarayana Sankranti. Kielhorn correctly equated the 
data to Sunday the 23rd December 1012 A. D. Uttarayana 
Sankranti occurred at 12.37 p.m. This date and the regnal year 
28 point out the accession of the king between December 984 and 
December 985, 

Another inscription which comes from Tiruvallam (North 
Arcot district) belongs to Raja Raja.^ It quotes year 7, month 



19 

Aippasi (Tula) the first solar day (Vishu) full moon, star Revathi 
and lunar eclipse. Kielhorn found the correct date 26th 
September 991 A.D, On that date there was lunar eclipse in the 
night when the full moon stood in the star Revati and it was the 
first day of the month Aippasi. The date 26th September 99! 
falls in his 7th year. Evidently the king came to the throne 
between September 984 and September 985. This information 
coupled with that of the previous record help us in fixing the 
accession date between December 984 and September 985 A.D. 

A record which comes from Suchindrara is in the 10th year 
of Raja Raja.® It states, "Sri Raja Rajakesarivarman, regnal 
year ten, month K a r k a t a k a with which the regnal 
year began" ( yandu pattum yandu tudankina karkataka 
nayarru). It says that the tenth year of Raja Raja commenced 
in the solar month Karkataka. From this statement we 
can infer that every year the change-over of the regnal year 
should have taken place in the month Karkataka, It further 
means that Karkataka (Tamil month Adi) was the accession 
month. It was already found that the king came to the throne 
between December 984 and September 985, The accession month 
Karkataka falls in 985 prior to September. Kielhorn rightly caught 
these points and surmised that the king came to the throne in the 
month Karkataka (Adi) in 985. in other words Raja Raja came to 
the throne between the 25th June and the 2Sth July 985 AM. 

Robert Sewell continued the research. He consulted the 
Konerirajapuram record of Raja Raja'. The data are year 26, 
month Karkataka, dark fortnight, fourteenth tithi (Chaturdasi) 
Punarvasu and Wednesday. Sewell equated the data to 12th July 
1010 A.D. On the basis of this date, he surmised that Raja Raja 
came to the throne between the 25th and the 12th July 985, Sewell 
applied the Christian calendar system and suggested the accession 
date. The Hindu kings followed the Indian calendar system. We 
must apply this system and find the accession date. 

I n d i a n c a l e n d a r s y s t e m 

Earlier scholars thought that the measure of one year of 
ruling of a king was equal to that of a calendar year and in order 
to find the accession date of the kings they made the reverse 
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cafcurad'otts on the distinct understanding that a rcgnaf year 
contained 365 or 366 days. Latest research, as we shall see below, 
shows that it was not. The Hindu kings did not foUow the 
Christian system. The regnal year was also not based on the solar 
year wbidi contains 365 or 366 days. The Hindu kings counted 
their reigns on the basis of their accession star. For example, 
suppose a king ascends the throne on a day of star Revati in the 
Purvapafcsha in the month Makara. His second year commences 
in the next year, from the day of the star Revati, in the Purva
pafcsha, in the month Makara. The regnal year is counted on the 
basis of the star in which the moon stood at the time of the 
coronation of the king*. It is of a lunar measure and each regnal 
year varies from 354 to 385 days, depending upon the occurrence 
of the accession star in the successive years. In order to find the 
accession date, the above formula of lunar measurement must be 
applied in all the reverse calculations. ' 

Here we apply the Indian calendar system which is again 
based on Indian culture and tradition. The custom prescribes 
that the activites of a man, who is living, arc concerned with the 
stars. For example the age of a man is counted on the basis of 
bis birth star. In Tamil yandu means age. It is of a lunar 
measure at it is counted from the day of the birth star. While 
referring to the regnal year of a king, the same technical term 
yandu is used in all the Tamil inscriptions. This proves that the 
regnal year (yandu) is of a lunar measure and it is based on the 
accession star. 

When a p;rson dies his death day is observed on the basis of 
the tithi. Celebrations of the religious festivals in the temples 
concerning Gods are based on tiihis. For example new moon days, 
full moon days, Vinayaka Chathurthi, iayantyashtami, Rama-
navami are very well known. When a man dies he becomes 
divine to the family, and the yearly sraddhas are observed on the 
basis of the tithi on which day he died. ' , 

The data furnished by certain Tamil inscriptions also confirm 
that the regnal year is of a lunar measure and it is based on the 
accessions tar. L::t us see some sample cases. 
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R a j e n d r a C h o l a ^ ' * 

Rajendra Chola was the son of Raja Raja. He ruled from 1012 
to 1044 A D. Kielhorn consulted the astronomical data furnished 
in the records of Rajendra Chola and surmised* that the king came 
to the throne between the 27th March and the 7th July 1012 A D . 
Swamikkannu Pillai consulted some more records and suggested'* 
the date between the 6th May and the 7th July 1012 A.D. (Here 
also the earlier scholars applied the Christian calendar system). 

A record which comes from Ennayiram, South Arcot District, 
belongs to Rajendra Chola." It quotes year 25, day 112, month 
Kanni, Aparapaksha, Thursday and star Punarvasu. The data 
perfectly agree with 16th September 1036 A.D. 

' Year 25 day 112= 16th September 1036 A.D. 

* Therefore year 21 day I = 28th May 1036 A.D. : 

The date 28th May 1036 was the first day of the 25th year. 
On that day star Mrigasira was current in the Tamil month Ani, 
Accordingly Mrigasira in the month Ani of 1012 was the first day 
of the first year. The star was current on Friday, the 20th June. 
Evidently Rajendra Chola I ascended the throne on Friday the 
20th June 1012 A D. His accession star was Mrigasira in tht 
month Ani. . , . 

The above result is also confirmed by a record coming from 
Kalahasti (Andhra) It belongs to Rajendra Chola, year 23. 
day 4, Thursday and star Pushya. The 23rd year of Rajendra 
begins on the day of star Mrigasira in the Tamil month Ani in 
1034. It was current on Monday the 17th June. The fourth day 
was Thursday the 20th June on which date star Pushya was 
current. This date agrees with the record which states that the 
4th day of the 23rd year was a Thursday on which day star 
Pushya was current. , 

K u l o t t u n g a C h o l a I ' 
Kulottunga Chola I came to the throne in the middle of 1070 

A.D. Two inscriptions which come from Srirangam belong to 
Kulottunga.^' They quote year 41, day 352, month Ani, Tuesday 
and star Rohini. The data agree with 6th June 1111 A.D. 
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Year 41. day 352 - 6th June 1111 A.D, _ 

Therefore Year 4U day I - m June 1110 A.D. 

The date 20th June in 1110 was the first day of the 4Ist year. 
That was the day of star Punarvasu in the Tamil month Ani and 
the star was current at sunrise and expired after 7-30 a.m. 
Accordingly star Punarvasu in the month Ani of 1070 should be 
the first day of the first year. The star was current on Saturday 
the 12th June 1070. Kulottunga Chola / came to the throne on llth 
June 1070 and his accession star was Punarvasu in the Tamii 
month Ani. 

Two records which come from Bapatia and Kanchipuram 
belong to Kulottunga.'* They state that the king made some 
grants to the temple for celebrating festival on the days of star 
Pushya in whidi he was bom. It is evident that his birth star was 
Pushya. A record which comes from Srinivasanallur belongs to 
Kulottunga."* The record states that the members of the village 
assembly gifted some lands to the temple for performing sacred 
bath and food offerings to the God on the day of Tiru-
Punarppusam, the sacred asterism of Sri Kulottunga Chola Deva. 
Evidently it means that Punarvasu was the accession star of the 
king. In Tamil, normally the adjective tiru is added to the 
name of the star when it is referred to as an asterism of some 
god, Tiru-Adirai, Tiru-Onam, Tiru Keltai, Tiru-Punarppusam etc. 
are such examples. These stars are the asterisms of the Gods 
Shiva, Vishnu, Muruga and Rama. In those days the king was 
considered the incarnation of Gods. The tradition implies 
that the accession star which made him king should also have the 
adjective tiru. In accordance with this practice the Srinivasanallur 
record states that the accession star of Kulottunga was 
riff«pp«narpMjom (sacred Punarvasu). v 

In Tamil, among the twenty seven stars, the adjective tiru is 
added to two stars only. They are Tiru-Adirai (Ardra) the 
asterismof Lord Shiva and Tiru-Onam {Srayam) the asterism of 
Lord Vishnu. Whenever these two stars are quoted in any 
connection or under any circumstance the adjective Tiru will be 
always added to the names of the stars. 
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The birth star of Rajendra Chola (1012-44) was star Adirai 
(Ardra). His records state that he made grants to the temples 
for celebrating festivals in his name on the days of star Tiru-
Adirai in which he was born. The relevant passage states 

''Tiru-Adirai tirunaT' Thti - Adirai sacred day (of festival). 

His birth star is Adirai (Ardra). The record does not say 
"Adirai tirunaV\e the star belongs to Lord Shiva the 
adjective r/m is added to the name of the star as a mark of 
respect - . 

The birth star of the Pallava king Kopperunchinga (1243-79) 
was Sravana and in Tamil it is called Onam. His record states 
that the king made grants to the temples for celebrating festivals 
on the days of star Tiru-Onam in which he was bom. The 
relevant passage states": 

"Tiru Onam tirunaV = Sravana sacred day (of festival.) 

The record does not say ''Ona tirunal Since the star is the 
asterism of Lord Vishnu the adjective Tiru is added to the name 
of the star as a mark of respect. For ought we know is this. The 
adjective Tiru is added to Adirai and Onam because they arc the 
asterisms of Lord Shiva and Vishnu, 

In Tamil nal means day. Tirunal means sacred day and it 
refers to the day of the festival. The term tirunal indicates the 
birth star of the king (provided the star is quoted), ^ , / 

Raja Raja (985-1014) was born on a day of star Sadayam 
(Satabhisaj). He made grants to the temples for the celebration 
festivals in his name on the days of star Sadayam. The relevant 
passage states.'8; , ^ 

' "Sadaya Tirunar - Sadayam the sacred day (of festival). 

Rajadhi Raja Chola I (1018-54)was born on a day of star 
Puram. Festivals were celebrated in his name on the days of star 
Puram in which he was born. The relevant passage states'̂  : 

" Fura-tirunai " « Puram the sacred day (of festival). 
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The birth star of Vira Rajendra Chola (f063-70) was Ayilyam 
(Aslesha)** .̂ Festival celebrated on the day of his birth star 
Ayilyam was called: 

"Ayilya'tirunai**=AyilyB the sacred day (of festival). 

The birth star of Vikrama Chola (1118-35) was Uttirattati 
(Uttarabhadrapada). Festival celebrated on the day of his birth 
star was (^lled*': . ^ ^ 

"Uttirattati- TirmaV" - Uttirattati the sacred day (of festival). 
The birth star of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya (1251-84) was 

Mulam. Festival celebrated on the day of his birth star Mula 
was called^* : -_ ...̂ ^ • •- • ~. 

Mula-tirmal*^» Mula the sacred day (of festival). 

Like this a number of cases can be quoted. In all these cases 
the adjective tiru is added to nal and tirunal is the festival 
celebrated on the days of the birth star of the king. The adjective 
tiru is not added to the star. At the time of his birth tlic prince 
is a man and he becomes a, king after anointment only. Naturally 
the adjective tiru is not added to the name of his birth star. 
Festival day is called 'Uirmar as a mark of respect and it refers 
to the festival celebrated on the day of the star in which the king 
was born. The adjective will not be added to the star unless they 
are Tiru-Adirai and Tiru-Onam the sacred stare of Lord Shiva 
and Vishnu. . 

The records of Kulottunga coming from Bapatia and 
Kanchipuram state that the king was born in the star Pushya and 
the festival celebrated on the days of Pushya was called:^' 

Fusa-tirunal" ^FussL sacked day (of festival). , 

' Here/;>« is added to wa/(day) and not to the star Pushya 
and the records explicitly state that the king was born in star 
Pushya, The term tirunal indicates that the day of the festival is 
celebrated on the day of the birth star of the king, 

Srinivasanallur record stateŝ * that grants were made for 
performing sacred bath and food offerings to the god on the days 
of Tiru-Punarppusam the sacred asterism of the king. The relevant 
portion states;,, ^, . ,,^^^^''1 > "V:-., . " 
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I '* Sri Kulottunga Chola devar Tiru-nakshatriyai 
Tiru'Punarpusat'tu-nal" 

Here the adjective tiru is added to star Punarvasu which 
made him the king. The adjective tiru is not added to nal. Saint 
Tirumangai Alwar says: 

; ''When I see the king who has tiru I see Tirumal{LoTd Vishnu)" 

In Tamil Mai means Vishnu. Tiru Mai means Lord Vishnu 
with his consort Lakshmi. Tiru (Sri) is added not only as a mark 
of respect but it also refers to His consort Lakshmi. A king who 
has Tiru (prosperity and wealth) is considered equal to Tiru-Mal 
i.e. Vishnu with His consort Lakshmi. In fact almost all the Tamil 
prasastis of the Tamil kings begin with the various names of 
Goddess Lakshmi. For example the Tamil prasastis which begin 
with Tirumagal'pola, Tirumanni-valara^ Tirumagal Jayamagal, 
Pumadu-punara, Pumannu-padumam, Pumaruviya-Tirumadu, Tiru-
malarmadu, Puvin-kilati, Pufala-madanadi, Putala-vanitai, Tiruvalar 
etc. belonging to the Chola and Pandya kings introduce Lakshmi 
in the beginning (I have quoted only a few and there are many 
more), Thus a king was considered equal to Tiru-Mal (Lord Vishnu 
with His consort Lakshmi) and naturally the accession star 
which made him the king is given the adjective Tiru. This 
tradition is found in the Srinivasanallur record and it mentions 
the accession star Tiru-Punarvasu of Kulottunga, Our calculations 
also agree with the Srinivasanallur record. 

Records show that the Hindu kings followed the Indian 
calendar system. The regnal year was counted on the basis of 
the accession star. Let us apply this system and find the accession 
date of the Raja Raja'Chola, 

A c c e s s i o n da te o f R a j a R a j a ^ % ^ 91 

^ We have already found that Raja Raja came to the throne in 
the month Karkataka in 985 A.D. His Konerirajapuram record 
discussed else where (above) quotes year 26, month Karkataka, 
dark fortnight, Chaturdasi, Punarvasu and Wednesday. The data 
regularly correspond to 12th July 1010 A.D. The date indicates 
that the day of star Punarvasu in the month Karkataka in 1010 



falls in the"26th year. Accordingly the day of star Punarvasu in 
Karkataka in 985 falls in the first year. Tlic star was current on 
18th July. 

18th July 985 « regnal year I . ' ' 

The Anantesvara Swamy temple situated at Udaiyarkudi (near 
Chidambaram) came into existence in the time of Parantaka 
Chola I (907-954). The village was foanded by him and it was 
called Viranarayana Chathurvedimangalam after his surname.*'* 
The Chola records found in the Anantesvara Swamy temple were 
engraved in the reigns of Parantaka and his successors. A record 
which comes from this temple belongs to Rajakesarivarman. 
It is in the character of late 10th century. It is a post-Parantaka 
record. The data are year 3, month Karkataka, Ardra and 
Saturday. The record refers to the grant made by a donor from 
Pandimandalam. The data do not produce any date in the reigns 
of Rajakesarivarman Gandaratitya*^ who came to the throne 
between the 23rd December 949 and the 5th January 950 and 
Rajakesarivarman Sundara Chola ® who came to the throne 
between the 2nd and the 17th January 957. The data respond to 
the initial date of Raja Raja and agree with the date Saturday the 
14th July 988. The record certainly belongs to Rajakesarivarman 
Raja Raja. On the basis of this record star Ardra in the month 
Karkataka of 988 belongs to the 3rd year. Accordingly Ardra in 
Karkataka of 985 falls in the regnal year zero. The star was 
current on 17th July. 

1) As per Udaiyarkudi record 17th July 985 = regnal year 0 
2) As per Konerirajapuram record 18 July 985 - regnal 

^ year 1 

Rajakesarivarman Raja Raja Chola I came to the throne on 
18th July 985 A. 0. It was a Saturday, the day of star Punarvasu 
in the dark fortnight in the month Karkataka {Tamil month Adi), 
Punarvasu was his accession star. His regnal years are counted on 
the basis of star Punarvasu in the month Karkataka. 

Sundara Chola ruled from 957 to 975. He had two sons 
Aditya Karikala and Arunmolivarman i.e. Raja Raja. Aditya 
came to the throne in 960. In the year 965 he was murdered by 
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the traitors.** The Tiruvalankadu copper plates of Rajendra 
Chola state:̂ '' , 

*• Aditya disappeared owing to his desire to see 
heaven. Though requested by the subjects {to occupy the 
Chola throne) in order to destory the persistently blinding 
darkness of the powerftl Kali (age), Arunmolivarman 
(Raja Raja) who understood the essence of royal conduct 
desired not the kingdom for himself even in (his) mind 
while his paternaluncle coveted his (i.e. Arunmolivarman's) , 
dominions". 

In 965 when Aditya was killed, people wanted that Raja Raja 
should ascend the throne, whereas Raja Raja desired that his 
paternal uncle Uttama Chola should rule the land. Uttama came 
to the throne in 971. 

Historical events reveal an important Information. In 965, 
when Aditya was murdered, his younger brother Raja Raja was 
fully qualified to ascend the throne. Unless a king is married he 
cannot be anointed. In the circumstances in 965 Raja Raja should 
be an young prince and also married. The minimum age 
prescribed for a Tamil king to get married is 14, Therefore we 
will not be far wrong if we surmise that in 965 Raja Raja 
was probably not less than 18 years old. In 971 when 
Uttama came to the throne Raja Raja should be not less than 24 
years old. A record which comes from Tiruppalanam belongs to 
Uttama.*' It is in year 2 corresponding to 973. The record refers 
to the Chola regiment called Udaiyar Arunmolideva terinja 
kaikolar in the name of Raja Raja. "Udaiyar" the term of respect 
is attributed to prince Arunmoli. This clearly proves that in 973 
Raja Raja should be a soldier prince, commanding a regiment 
called after his name and fittingly at that time he could be not 
less than 26 years of age. The course of events and the dates 
place the birth of Raja Raja around 947 A.D. The date falls in 
the reign of his great grand-father Parantaka Chola (907-954). 
Records state that Raja Raja was born on a day of star Sadayam in 
the Tamil month Aippasi (Tula).^^ 

A n o i n t m e n t 
Uttama Chola came to the throne in 971. His records are 

available upto year 16. A record which comes from 
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Tiruppurambiyam belongs to Raja Raja." It is in year 3. Jt 
registers the grant made by Scmbian Madevi on behalf of her son 
Uttama Chola. It is evident that Uttama was alive in 988. 

In 985 when Raja Raja came to the throne Uttama Chola was 
the senior king. Naturally he should have crowned Raja Raja. 
This is confirmed by the Tiruvalankadu copper plates of Rajendra 
Chola. 

T a n j o r e B ig Temp le 

The big temple at Tanjore is the greatest achievement of the 
king. A record which comes from this temple states that Raja 
Raja handed over the Stupi {kahsa) for the final consecration on 
the top of the vimana on the 275th day of his 25th regnal year.** 
The 25th regnal year commenced on a day of Punarvasu in the 
dark fortnight in the month Karkataka of 1009. The star was 
current on 22nd July. The 275th day fell on 22nd April 1010 on 
which date the same star Punarvasu was current. It was Saturday 
the 31st day of the solar month Chittirai. 

The consecration of the stupi (Kumbhabhisheka) was 
conducted on the day of star Punarvasu, Saturday the 31st day 
of Chittirai (22nd April) in 1010. 

The king did not select the day of his birth star Sadayam. 
His choice was the day of his accession star Punarvasu. The king 
wished that the crown and the throne should be blessed and thus 
the country and the people could live in prosperity. . ^ ^ 

Las t day o f R a j a R a j a 

Records of Raja Raja are available upto his 29th year only." 
Evidently he should have died in his 29th regnal year. His 29th 
year begins on the day of star Punarvasu in the month Karkataka 
in 1013. It was current on 10th July. It comes to an end on the 
previous day of star Punarvasu in the month Karkataka in 1014. 
The data correspond to 28th June. 

Raja Raja died on some day between the 10th July 1013 and 
the 28th June 1014. The period falls in second year of his son 
Rajendra who came to the throne on 20th June 1012. 
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A record which comes from Tanjore big temple refers to the 
grants made by the Raja Guru Isanasiva.*" It mentions in detail 
the grants made by him upto the 29th year of Raja Raja. Then it 
proceeds describing in detail the grants made by him in the 2nd 
and 3rd years of Rajendra Chola. It is interesting to note that 
the same record mentions the grants made by the same person in 
the 29th year of Raja Raja and also in the 2nd and 3rd years of 
his son. This again proves that Raja Raja died in his 29th year 
when hii son Rajendra was running his 2nd year. Incidentally a 
record coming from this temple is in the second year of Rajendra 
and it is an independent transaction made in his reign.'̂  

Rejendra came to the throne on the day of star Mrigasira i^ 
the Tamil month Ani in 1012. His second year comes to an end 
on the previous day of star Mrigasira in the month Ani in 1014-
The data correspond to 30th May, 

Raja Raja died in his 29th year when his son Rajendra was 
running his 2nd year. In other words Raja Raja died on some
day "between the IQth July 1013 and the $0(h May 1014. This 
surmise gets support from a record whictx comes from Tiruvalan-
juli. It belongs*̂  to Rajendra year 3 and day 221. The 3rd year 
of Rajendra begins on the day of stair Mrigasira in the month 
Ani in 1014 A.D. The star was current on 31st May. This was 
the first day of the 3rd year. The 22lst day of that year falls on 
6th January 1015 A.D. 

The exact date of the Tiruvalanjuli record year 3, day 221 is 
6th January 1015 A.D. The record states that Rajendra was 
pleased to pass through a hillock (mound) of gingely seeds and 
on that occasion he gifted 12 gold flowers to be placed at the feet 
of the Lord Kshetrapalar Devar. The relevant passage states 
"tila panatam pukkaruir. This is a ritual (a ceremony) in which 
gingely (tila) is given much importance Such a ceremony is 
usually attributed to the annual sraddha (death ceremony) when 
gingely seeds are gifted to brahmanas. In this case It should be 
the annual sraddha ceremony of his father Raja Raja. If this 
understanding is correct, it will be quite evident that Rajendra 
performed the annual 5ra(/(/Afl of his father on 6th January 1015 
A.D. The sraddah ceremony is observed on the basis of the tithi 
current in the lunar month. On 6th January 1015. Purva Paksha 
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Chaturdasi was current in the lunar month Magha. Evidently 
Raja Raja died on the day of Purva Paksha Oiaturtasi in the 
lunar month Magha in 1014 A.D. The tithi was current on 
Saturday the 17th January. Raja Raja the Great died on Satur
day the }7th January 1014 AD. 

D a t e s o f R a j a R a j a 
Raja Raja was bom on a day of star Sadayam in the Tamii 

month Aippasi (Tula) around 947 A.D. Every year the birthday 
of Raja Raja is celebrated on the dayof star Sadayam in the 
Tamil month Aippasi. If the star occurs twice in that month, 
the later date is the data of the festival. 

Raja Raja came to the throne on 18th July 985 A.D., on a 
day of star Punarvasu in the Apara Paksha in the Tamil month 
Adi (Karkataka). Every year the accession date of Raja Raja is 
to be celebrated on the day of star Punarvasu, in the Apara 
Paksha in the Tamil month Adi. If the star occurs twice in that 
month, the later date is the festival date. 

Raja Raja died on I7th January 1014 A D . , on a day of 
Purva Paksha Chaturdasi in the lunar month Magha. Every year 
the death date of Raja Raja is to be observed on the day of Purva 
Paksha Chaturdasi in the lunar month Magha. 

T h o u s a n d t h y e a r o f C o r o n a t i o n 

The nation celebrates the thousandth coronation year of Raja 
Raja Chola the Great. The 1000th regnal year begins on the day 
of star Punarvasu in the dark fortnight in the month Karkataka 
(Adi) 1984. The date falls on Friday the 27th July 1984. 

The lOOlst year of the regin of the king begins on a day of 
star Punarvasu in the dark fortnight in the month Karkataka 
(Adi) in 1985. The date falls on Wednesday, the 14th August 1985. 
The full term of the lOOOih year covers the period Friday the 27th 
July 1984 to Tuesday the 13th August 1985. 
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